“A scientist is all the greater the more there is of the artist in him and vice versa. Without intuition and imagination, a scientist can be no more than a lowly hodman of his profession. An artist, in turn, will find himself stuck forever on the periphery of art if he has no internal system or logical structure to guide him.”

Your Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Dear Guests,

This quote from Zoltán Kodály's speech delivered at the Hungarian Academy of Sciences on the fourth of June 1948 is an expression of the interdependence of the two main pillars of human culture. Since Kodály was President of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences at the time, his words on the relationship between science and art ring particularly true. His genius as a composer and music educator was recognised throughout the world, but perhaps it is less commonly known that he also held a doctorate in Humanities. During his presidency, which lasted from 1946 to 1949, one of his most important objectives was to develop a unified approach to science. In addition to emphasizing the interdependence of the various disciplines, he also integrated the arts as an equal component of our culture.

Kodály's method of music education is based on insights that could only be explained later on by modern neuroscientific research. What he discovered was the role of our inner world in the development of creative thinking. Our inner world is no less than the synthesis of our emotions and motivations, and thousands of years of shared cultural heritage capable of defining the former.

We can only learn efficiently and retrieve these memory traces in the long run and with ease if our inner world enriched by arts can stamp its own seal on the information packages as they are being stored away. However, all these cognitive efforts go to waste if our inner world is barren and lacks genuineness. 

In terms of the durability and retrievability of memory traces, it is therefore essential to enrich our inner world, and develop our emotional wealth, motivation, and desire to learn, as well as our positive moral thinking. The key to that is art, or more precisely, education through art. In order to multiply our emotional wealth, we need cathartic experiences that we can acquire through music in the first place, especially when we take part in value creation not only as recipients but also as active members of an artistic community. These experiences are inexhaustible sources of joy and satisfaction that cannot be replaced or substituted in the long run by drugs or material consumption of any kind.

The quote I cherish the most from Kodály sounds almost visionary to me:

“The purpose of music is to help us discover, cultivate our inner world, to make it fuller and more complete. And where we have reached the frontiers of human understanding, music points beyond these barriers, to a world that cannot be known, but only guessed at.”

It is as if he was offering the perfect recipe to scientists! After all, our primary task as researchers is to push the boundaries of scientific knowledge as far as possible, using the best methodologies of our age. But again and again, we run into new barriers that we must surmount and look beyond to allow us to set up the best possible novel hypotheses and move in the right direction towards the unknown that we may only intuit. It is these tentative grounds that our inner world enriched by art enables us to explore. 

The venue we have chosen for today's ceremony also exemplifies the union of the emblematic strongholds of science and art. The temple of science is the Palace of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences founded two hundred years ago on this very day, on the third of November 1825 by Count István Széchenyi, situated at the Pest foot of the Chain Bridge on Széchenyi Square, which bears the name of the man who devoted his entire life to the intellectual advancement of his nation.
On the other hand, the heart of Hungarian musical culture beats right here, on Liszt Ferenc Square, where Liszt, the world-famous composer and pianist founded the Hungarian Academy of Music 150 years ago, in 1875.
The Hungarian Academy of Sciences and the Academy of Music are not just two buildings but two icons: they are the symbols of national identity and universal knowledge, culture and the light of the human soul.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In our times, this light, the voice of the soul, bears a special significance. We live in a world of flourishing natural sciences, dizzying technological development, genetic engineering, and artificial intelligence. Perhaps it has never been so important to develop not only our rationality and intellect, but also our self-awareness and soul beyond the reach of science.

Thank you very much for your attention, and may we all be immersed in the melodies of tonight’s magnificent musical performance.
